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Abstract

In this article, an intertextual analysis is carried out to examine the various voices
that are given space in the text and see how they are woven together textually. This
entails examining how they are recontextualised in the new context and how they are

framed in relation to each other and in r
based on media texts, with particular emphasis given to the boundaries drawn in the
data between public and private orders of

embedded within the order of discourse. The investigation of the present study is
undertaken using the analytic paradigm of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
employed by Fairclough (1992, 1995a, 1995b, 2003). The data is extracted from
TIME magazine since reports on AIDS were first published there in 1983 until 2005.
Adhering to the CDA paradigm as constructed by Fairclough, the article investigates
how the media in the advent of disseminating information on AIDS, have
0r econt esgigntifiadisdosse abat the disease for public consumption. The
results from the intertextual analysis indicate that the representation of AIDS is
constructed within the paradigm of how the disease is defined, and the associative
meanings attached to the disease.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, AIDS, Health, Mass media

1. Introduction

The media play a salient role in moulding and expostulating the thinking of society. It
possesses an immense amount of power to impress certain definitions of AIDS and
the images that ‘give events associated with them a particular meaning’ (Zuraidah
Mohd Don and Lean 2002: 372). This exemplifies the fact that AIDS, which is a
biomedical phenomenon, has become a social construct that is dependent on those
who have the power to compose its definition. The following section will look at how
the disease is defined, which ultimately constructs the associative meanings attached
to the disease.

2. Methodology

The theoretical framework wused for this s
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) framework. This framework was first

conceptualised to study the connection between the use of language and through it,

the assertion of power (Fairclough 1989). Later, Fairclough redefined his CDA

framework to specifically use it as a tool to analyse media texts.

Fairclough’ s t heor edimensiandl frahewaknokamalysis;khe i s a t h
analysis of relationships between three dimensions or facets of the event: a spoken or
written language text; discourse practice involving the production, and
consumption/interpretation of text; and sociocultural practice (1995a: 96-7, 133;
1995b: 57). This method of discourse analysis incorporates ‘linguistic description of
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the language text, interpretation of the relationship between the (productive and
interpretative) discursive processes and the text, and explanation of the relationship
between the discursive processes and the social processes’ (Fairclough 1995a: 97).

This study is based on media texts, with particular emphasis given to the boundaries
drawn in the data between public and private orders of discourse, and the ambivalence
of °
the reporter constructs the ambival
public and private order of discourse are negotiated, causing a vague distinction
between t he voice of the reporter and
can be analysed by using Discourse Representation to examine the recontextualisation
of AIDS discourse.

The sample chosen as the data for this study consists of a corpus of articles taken from
an international magazine publication: TIME magazine. TIME magazine was first
published in 1923, and is a weekly magazine that carries a weekly news summary of
today's important events in politics, scientific breakthroughs, human achievement, arts,
business, and society.

The sample data is derived from the TIME magazine collected since 1983. The year
1983 is chosen as the starting date of compilation as that is the year when TIME
magazine first started its published reports on AIDS. The articles published in TIME
magazine on AIDS since 1983 include brief articles to cover stories; highlighting
from the latest development to the gravity of the pandemic.

3. Analysis

3.1 AIDS equals death

In the past even right up to 1996, contracting AIDS has been likened to a death
sentence. This association with death is especially prevalent in Third World countries
where the difficulty in accessing the drug treatment for the disease is still predominant.
Extract 1 is an article on the association between AIDS and death, set against the
backdrop of a Buddhist temple (Wat Phrabat Nampo) in a Third World country in
South-East Asia, Thailand.

Extract 1. THE FINAL TEMPLE

Four Buddhist monks hold onto one
a hill toward the crematorium. They are followed by a wooden coffin and a
procession of people waiting to die. ‘One day soon, that will be me,” says one of
the monks, himself an AIDS patient, pointing to the coffin. Then he erupts into a
fit of uncontrollable coughing and excuses himself. He and the other mourners,
their skin marked with sores and their thin frames limp with fatigue, all have the
AIDS virus. A young man, also an AIDS sufferer, opens the oven door and slides
the body inside. ‘The first time somebody dies, it was difficult,’ he says. ‘Now |
get used to it.’

voi ce'’ embedded within the order of di

ence of

the rep

anot her

Death is a daily occurrence at Wa t Phr ab

hospice. People stricken with the virus flock to this small, isolated monastery in
the green hills of central Thailand. Government officials see Wat Phrabat Namp
and the six other monasteries offering some level of care as at least a partial
solution to the problem of caring for the thousands of AIDS patients taxing

Thailand’s health system. Ho sypfamilies| s don’
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don’t have enough compassion, the thinkin
can take care of the patients that nobody else wants. ‘They are our hope,” says

Prayong Phawaphutanond, an AIDS-prevention project manager. ‘People trust the

monks, and they have the facilities and the ability to raise money for food and

clothing.” Says Sabay, 23, a patient at Wat Phrabat Nampo: ‘This is the only place

left for us to go.’

...J a d e d-lookirgg 25tyeartold, leads the healthier patients in a daily exercise
routine. He came here with his wife and young daughter, he says. All three have
the AIDS virus. He looks to the sky and stops talking. Yellowish smoke is pouring
from the chimney of the crematorium. * They burn the body of my friend,” he says.
‘She died yesterday.” At the hospital, meanwhile, another man begins to drift
away. A volunteer orderly thinks the patient will die within the hour and calls for
a monk to sit with him. All around the grounds — outside the hospital doors, next
t o t he mognakess, beside theskitcheg — sit hundreds of empty wooden
coffins, reminding those who have come here to find refuge that it will be only
temporary.

(TIME, 1996, 16 Sep, Vol.148, No.12, p.22-3)

The level of dialogicality in Extract 1 is rather high, with many attributed with quotes.

For example, there are some references to non-specific agents who are either
identified (‘' Sabay’) or unidentified victi
mo n k s, -lookihga25 year-a | d ' ) . There | swithhaispedfict ri but i
agent, the AIDS-prevention project manager, Prayong Phawaphutanond.

It can be observed from the extract 1 that there are significant absences where the

‘“voice’ of someone beyond the ®ayongstery i
Phawaphutanond, an AIDS-prevention project manager. The writer does not give
space to the ‘voice’ from other ‘outsiders

are made known as to why the public support the action of hospice care undertaken by
the Wat Phrabat Nampo temple. Also, the view on why Wat Phrabat Nampo temple is

associated as the *death’” site for AI DS vi
an outsider, the reader does not have a definite idea of why the above notions exist,

except fooi cddh'e dfonPhawaphut anond. For that
‘“voice’ may be considered to be significan

The inclusion of external texts in Extract 1 can be observed with the insertion of the
‘“voices’ of the AI DS vict ironmsthe WaPhalsat t he * v c
Nampo temple. The residents of the temple relate the dismal feelings about the place

and how many of them are ‘waiting to die
inclusions are attributedtonon-s peci fi ¢ agents, '(‘‘oAeywodng hma
‘ a -lobking 25-year-o | d , ’ a volunteer orderly), whi |l e
specific agents (*Prayong Phawaphutanond’ ,

Looking at the concept of accessed voice
Extract 1 are basically those living in Wat Phrabat Nampo temple. The people whose
voice has been given access to are not t h

society, especially those who suffer from
much respectedin Thai |l and and they do ‘have speci a
As mentioned in the Extract 1, even the * Government of fic

Nampo and the six other monasteries offering some level of care as at least a partial
solution to the problemof caring for the thousands of Al
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health system.’ This sentence explains why
text. Furthermor e, the citizens of Thail an
cantake careofthepat i ent s t hat nobody el se wants. ' T

t hat t hose awdgivensacesstoarethose gprvileged body of people who

have special roles in society’ (Hartley 1982, as quoted in Caldas-Coulthard 1994:

304). On the other hand, there are some parties who are mentioned in Extract 1 but

their *voices’ are not given access to: g
hospital authorities, and the public (including the family of AIDS victims living in

Wat Phrabat Nampo. As such, their views on this matter are not heard but implied in

aut hori al account : ‘Government of ficials s
monasteries offering some level of care as at least a partial solution to the problem of

caring for the thousandsof Al DS patients taxing Thail and”’
don’t have enough beds, and many families
thinking goes, so maybe the Buddhist temples can take care of the patients that

nobody el se wants.’

The mai nheatdindxtracelsa'r e from those accessed V
scale of the balance is tipped towards the
t he mo n k sthosawhd hawe tomeohere (Wat Phrabat Nampo temple) to find
refuge.’ The' marne Heaorndc relating their fea
friends at the temple slowly dying one after another.

The notion of death has been recontextualised in Extract 1 in two ways. For one, the

writer has chosen to conjure the image of death by introducing the idea of AIDS and

death in the form of a funeral procession
people wa i t i n g, ant elso tiiei hagé number of coffins at the Wat Phrabat

Nampo temple in the final p eomeshgeatafmch  ( * r e mi
refuge that it wi || be only temporary’).

successfully been framed in authorial account to illustrate how closely linked the idea

of AIDS and death is. The second way in which death has been recontextualised in

Extract1i s the *‘thinking’ of monasteries as a
second paragraph is an authorial account of how Wat Phrabat Nampo temple and six

ot her monasteries are seen as’' paftiasnt s esiba
nobody wants.’' As such, the writer has sta
Phrabat Nampo.'’ Hence, the author has succ
Al DS in the reader’s mind.

The other aspect of framing would be the anal y si s of the ordering
relation to one another. First, the forms of reporting that can be observed in Extract 1
are the use of narrative style, and direct discourse (DD) and indirect discourse (ID).

DD refers to the ‘explicit demarcation betwe en t he ‘“ voi ce’ of t he
newspaper and the *“voice’ of the 'person
(Fairclough 1995a: 55-56). According to Quirk et al. (1972 as quoted in Fairclough

1995a: 55), ‘DD i s ‘converted’ i iont ob thels&@ondlryy ( a) S
discourse, in the form of that-c | au s e, to the ‘reporting cl au
person pronouns to 3 person phoMoeuvuhof @te)ns
The narrative style is effectively put across withtheuse of contractions (°
i nfor mal words (“stumbl e, ”’ “the thinking ¢
away' ) to create a personal tone. However
extract as the headline,rdyatdheoamagsapd amn

For exampl e, the headline “The Final Templ
| ead paragraph contains the words/ phrases
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‘“dies’”. As for the concl edwomsiphrapeasuckagr aph, t
‘“crematorium,’ “burn the ody, ’ “died,”’ ‘d
wi || only be temporary’ . There are altoge

victims, one AIDS prevention project manager) and two evidences of ID (one AIDS

victim, one volunteer orderly). All of the DD and ID are attributed with agents, in

order to legitimise the claims of the author. There is even one instance where one DD
(Prayong Phawaphutanond) I s SThep geoourt ed by
hope,” says Prayong Phawaphutanond, an AIDS-prevention project manager. ‘People

trust the monks, and they have the facilities and the ability to raise money for food

and clothing.” Says Sabay, 23, a patient at Wat Phrabat Nampo: ‘ This is the only place

left forustogo”” Another interesting observation m
marks the underlying illocutionary force of the represented discourse to portray the

foreboding sense of death and hopelessness. The first DD here is that of a monk who

i's stricken ‘GnedayhsoomthaDv@ll bé me, sys oné of the monks,

hi mself an Al DS pat i eThis imprepsioni ohdeathrbythet o t he

monk is juxtaposed with the reflection by
also an AIDS sufferer, opens the oven door and slides the body inside. ‘ The first time
somebody dies, it was difficult,” he says. ‘Now | get used to it.”” ) . The report

chooses to maintain a high boundary of both their secondary discourse from that of
his own probably to insinuate that AIDS does not choose its victims and anyone who
is stricken with it will eventually die.

Continuing with the analysis with regards to the ordering of voices in relation to one
another, the other aspect of recontextualisation that can be examined is the
representation of death. In Extract1l, t he noti on of ‘death’ is |
ultimate end to the AIDS disease, as many of those who speaks and also, even the

author himself imply the idea of death when talking aboutthe di sease: “wai t
d i e'One day soon, that will be me,” says one of the monks, he himself an AIDS
patient, p oi n t'Thenfist time sonebody dies, dt fvds difficult,” he'
says. ‘Now | get used to it’, ’ “Deat h i s aWatdPlrabat Nampo,¢he ur r enc e

country’s | argest AI DS hospi c &itrgct.1doT hu s, t h
not put the disease in a favourable light as the disease is represented as a fatal disease.

Extract 1 contains few sentence connectors. Those identified function as adding on to

the proceeding sentence. However, the image depicted in one sentence connector is

worth highlighting as it adds on to the notion that the death of AIDS victims is a
continuous process with o memeahwhilenagothen f t er an
man begins to drift away.'’

3.2 AIDS: The disease that people fear

Fear is an emotion closely tied with AIDS and it is the main root of many prejudices
held against the disease. It is a disease very much feared by society, especially in the
early years when ignorance about the disease was still high. Accordingly, the
representation of AIDS instilled a lot of fear among the readers for two main reasons:
to educate the public using fear tactics, and to encourage people to change their sexual
lifestyle. Extract 2 is an example depicting how the media represents the idea of fear
in their writing.

Extract 2. THE BIG CHILL: FEAR OF AIDS

Today, strangely enough, it is possible to imagine a future in which Lady
Chatterley might again be banned for setting a harmful example, but this time in a
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grimly different sense. The spectre of the deadly and incurable disease called
AIDS — acquired immunodeficiency syndrome — has cast a shadow over the
American sexual landscape. Since AIDS is chiefly transmitted through sex, it is
forcing partners to a painful re-examination of their bedroom practices. The
heedless abandon of Lawrencian lovers begins to seem dangerous and
irresponsible, for oneself and for others. Instead of a transfixed gaze, lovers may
feel they have to give each other a detailed grilling on present health and past
liaisons.

At first, AIDS seemed an affliction of drug addicts and especially of homosexuals,
a ‘gay disease.” No longer. The numbers as yet are small, but AIDS is a growing
threat to the heterosexual population. Straight men and women in some cases do
not believe it, in some cases do now want to believe it. But barring the
development of a vaccine, swingers of all persuasions may sooner or later be
faced with the reality of a new era of sexual caution and restraint.

There has been little time for comment or public debate about this particular
impact of AIDS, but ominous news keeps emerging. Once figures have been fully
reported, the Centres for Disease Control in Atlanta expects the number of deaths
attributable to heterosexual transmission to have doubled in 1986. Right now,
heterosexual infection — among the sex partners of intravenous drug abusers,
bisexuals or anyone who has the virus — accounts for 3.8% of the 30,000 AIDS
cases in the country, but that figure is expected to rise to 5.3% by 1991. Newly
published studies on these male and female AIDS patients and their partners
indicate that the disease is bidirectional, that is, passed on by both men and
women.

More disturbing is the potential scope of the disease, based on the rate of
transmission and the varying incubation period, which some health authorities
think may last as long as ten years. More than 1 million Americans are thought to
be infected with the virus, and more than 90% of them do not know it.

The fear of deadly plague seemed to die out after the control of polio in the early
1960s, but the word has been applied to AIDS. In Africa it is a heterosexual
disease rapidly infecting the heart of the continent. Around the U.S. health
officials are calling for enormous increases in AIDS testing for pregnant women
and even for couples applying for marriage licenses. More than any measures,
however, health officials at every level are pleading for what is very nearly a
social revolution. Says U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Otis R. Bowen:
‘I can’t emphasise too sterstglas’gl y the necess:s

(TIME, 1987, 16 Feb, Vol.129, No.7, p.24-5)

Extract 2 contains a rather low level of dialogicality, with a mixture of modalised and

non-modalised assertions. According to Fairclough (2003: 46-7), modalised assertions

are rather dialogical as they would be ‘dialogically open to other possibilities,” while

non-modalised assertions would be considered even less dialogical since there is ‘no

room for other possibilities’. For example, some of the modalised assertions made in

Extract2ar e asking for a possiLidyGhatterléyanighg e i n se
again be banned for s et mayieg theg have fomiwef u l exar
each ot her a detail ed grilling on preser
mi sconceptions held over AI DS (*"At first,
and especially of homosexual enerorlaterdavi nger s
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faced with the r eal-nodalyséd pssertiofsmivservedrirsteel vy , t he
Extract 21 eave no room for possibilities in t
Disease Control in Atlanta expects the number of deaths attributable to heterosexual

transmission to have doubled in 1986,"° ot
(“Ri ght now, heterosexual infection.. accou
the country’”). Therefore, the &®a@anengti ons a

the public, especially for heterosexuals, with the use of modalised and non-modalised
assertions to establish the workings of ideology here in the text.

It is also worth notingt hat al t hough the article’”s o0bj ec
changes in sexual habits, there is no attributive quotes by specific experts in terms of
giving tips, or to make it more personal and credible, or to instil fear in the reader.
This can be counted as a significant absence in the text. What is missing here is
replaced by the inclusion of other texts to instil fear in the reader. For example, the
literary text, Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D. H. Lawrence is included to give a sort of

parallelism between the sexual I i frsestyl e o
and how this kind of heedl ess abandon | if
I rresponsi bl e, for oneself and for ot her s

number of Al DS <cases now and the forecas
i nf e c tcdountsnfor.3.8% of the 30,000 AIDS cases in the country, but that figure
is expected to rise to 5.3% by 1991"). Tt
attributive as there is no mention of an agent. This makes it more difficult for the
reader to challenge the number provided as it is a non-modalised assertion and it is the
reader who is supposed to assume that it is an unquestionable fact without any room

for other possibilities. I n addition, ther
immediately after the non-modalised assertion, with no attributive agent. Again, there
is no room for challenging the -niodalisedi ngs of
assertion: ‘" Newly published studies on the
partners indicate that the disease is bidirectional, that is, passed on by both men and
women. '’ There ar e al s emodaliseth assertions husitwalinces of

not be discussed further here. The next inclusion of text is attributed to two agents,
‘heal t h of f i & Healthand HunsamS#rvidesiSezretddy.— Otis R. Bowen.

The first agent , “health officials,’ stat e
(“ Mor e di sturbing i s t he potenti al scope
transmission and the varying incubation period, which some health authorities think
may | ast as | ong as t especificeagentss unljke the wther t hey ar
inclusion by Otis R. Bowen, who is identified as the U.S. Health and Human Services
Secretary Not e that the assertions made by *‘ heal

But due to the presence of an agent, this legitimises the claims and further strengthens
the assertions.

The accessed ' ¥xract arsfiom tbhelCeneerfov Risdase iControl,

‘someal t h aut ho G.iHealthans Human &envites Sednetary Qtis R.

Bowen. Noticeably absent are the public and also members from the high-risk group,

who are considered non-accessed ‘voices.’ Consequent
represented here are: the health authorities (Centre for Disease Control in Atlanta,

health authorities, U.S. health officials, U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary

Otis R. Bowen), non-animated agents (L ady Ch at t etodlesg gndssxuallyo v e r

actt ve members of the public (|l overs, “Str a
‘“voices’ of these three groups are represe.]
a certain degree of recontextualisation has taken place, with the report casting a less
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unfavourable impression of the third group mentioned earlier (i.e. sexually active
members of the public).

On t he i s s u-e‘whenfthe voiterobamother ¢ ‘incorporated into a text,
there are always choices ababsait,intermswof t o * fr a
other parts of the text — in relation between report and authorial account’ (Fairclough
2003: 53). For example, the report that sexually active heterosexuals must cope with

‘“the reality of a new erfamedwiththestatement, caut i o
“barring the devel opment of a vaccine.’ On
rather negative interpretation of what the heterosexuals are reported to be doing in the

‘“bedroom’ as, f or examplreentchiean hleoevdelress.s a|
i nstance i s: ‘ heal tpladingffof wha is \&erly reearlyaatsocid ver y | e
revolution.’ Part of the framing-thiere is t

not very often that health officials will plead to the public as opposed to the usual
reporting verb ‘“call’ or ask’ . This choic
still sexually active heterosexuals who ‘i
risk. So, there is a build-up of framing which is contributing to an unflattering

interpretation of the sexually active heterosexuals.

Framing also includes the ordering of voices in relation to each other in a text.

Looking first at the forms of reporting that are realised in Extract 2, there are

altogether four forms of reporting: DD, ID, free indirect discourse (FID) and
‘“narrative report of S p e e cskcondarg discourse NRS A) .
appears in primary discourse without being explicitly marked as represented

discourse’ (Fairclough 1995a: 55). NRSA are ‘speech acts (that) have taken place

without giving their full ideational meaning (e.g. she refused the offer)’ (Fairclough

1995a: 56). There is only one instance of DD with an agent - U.S. Health and Human

Services Secretary OtisR. Bowe™n ((C€‘an’t emphasise too stror
changing life-styles’’). There are two occurrences of 1D, one with an agent — health

authorities (‘"More disturbing is the poten
transmission and the varying incubation period, which some health authorities think

may | ast as | ong as ten years’'); and the o
Americans are thought to be infected with the virus, and more than 90% of them do

not know 1it'hereAsarfeof obklrD,catses wifeelh agent
they have to give each other a detailed gr
Centre for Di sease Control (‘ tekpextstieent r e f o
number of deaths attributabl e t o het erosexual transmission
studies (‘' Newly published studies on these
partners indicate that the disease is bidirectional, that is, passed on by both men and

women' ) ; andal Begql'tAmhoahdi daihe Ucalling forneal t h
enormous increases in AIDS testing for pregnant women and even for couples
applying for marriage | icenses’ ). The fina
where there are two examples with agents : heterosexuals ('Straig
in some cases do not believei t ' ) ; and health officials (*'h
are pleading for what is very nearly a soc
Movingon,t he next i ssue of ‘“framinigs 1 asc bhmotwe x thi
and represented to the reader in Extract2. Anal ysi s suggests that
as a '‘'growing threat to the heterosexual p

for a change in sexual practices —* Si nc e Ad fDISy .i.hse aclhtih and past
“But barring the development of a vaccine,
| ater be faced with the reality of a new e
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form of representation is the reference to the increasing number of infected

heterosexuals—* Once fi gures have been .to 5.3% by
of fear is recontextualised in the call for preventive measures by health officials —

“Around the U.S. health ostylksi.ci al s..necessit"

Finally, the findings from the analysis of ordering of voices in relation to each other in

Extract2ar e significant. T hchve Heterasekualease heardd f  t he s
first as they are framed i ndraadrmopi at¢t iaces
Al so, t heir accounts contain ‘“hedging’ ( m.
authority in this area. On the contrary, t

those of health authorities (health officials, Centre for Disease Control and studies.

Their accounts are not hedged, @aydagpt f or
as | ong as ten years’), which indicate the
AIDS.

3.3 AIDS: The contagious disease

Early reports on AIDS have made many readers believe that AIDS is highly
contagious and is airborne like the flu. Extract 3 is one of the earlier reporting pieces
by TIME on AIDS and how it is thought to be contagious, including the reactions of
the society towards the disease and those who are from the high-risk group.

Extract 3. THE REAL EPIDEMIC: FEAR AND DESPAIR

In Manhattan last week aWABC-TV crew refused to enter th
Crisis office to cover a story on AIDS. Two back-up crews also balked at going in.

Said one of the technicians: ‘Look, nobody knows anything about AIDS. What

makes them so cocksure I'm not going to get it from a sweaty palm?’ One of the

homosexuals in the office had a question of his own: ‘Do you understand now that

we' ' re treaXed | i ke | epers

As the deaths from AIDS-related diseases continue to rise, so does hysteria about
possible contagion. AIDS victims and members of high-risk groups — male
homosexuals, Haitians, haemophiliacs and intravenous drug users — are being
shunned by their communities, their fellow workers, and sometimes their friends
and families. Three nurses at a hospital in San Jose, Calif., quit rather than deal
with AIDS cases; some staff members at San Francisco General Hospital refused
to carry trays to such patients.

About half of the dentists in San Francisco, which has had 160 known AIDS

cases, now wear some protective covering, usually rubber gloves, while treating

‘high-risk’ patients. ‘1 t ' s  a adinig & Gkrald Fraser,'but t here’ s no
around it.” According to the American Dental Association, gloves are not enough:

its council on dental therapeutics recommends that dentists and their assistants

wear masks and eye coverings as well while treating their patients.

As more and more homosexuals contract AIDS, gay men in general are
encountering a new strain of prejudice. One family, dining in a San Bernardino
restaurant, remanded that an effeminate waiter be fired on the spot. Several
conservatives, including Columnist Pat Buchanan, have raised the question of
whether homosexuals should be barred from all food-handling jobs, and diners in
several cities boycotted restaurants rumoured to have gay chefs. A New York City
prison official conceded that there is no evidence linking AIDS to food handling;
nonetheless, to calm other prisoners, he barred ‘overt homosexuals’ from food
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lines. One AIDS victim, having dinner at the home of a homosexual friend in Los
Angeles, noticed that he was the only guest whose food was served on a paper
plate.

(TIME, 1983, 4 Jul, Vol.122, No. 1, p.36)

There is a high level of dialogicality in Extract 3, but they are mainly non-specific
attributions, with only two specific attributions: Dr. Gerald Fraser, and columnist Pat
Buchanan. The non-specific attributions to sources are the members of the public (i.e.
WABC-TV crew, family, diners), medical and dental workers (i.e. nurses, staff
members at San Francisco General Hospital, dentists), high-risk groups (i.e.
homosexuals, effeminate waiter), New York City prison official, and an AIDS victim.

There ar e many EXtract®,iespeeiadly fron teose mwitb viewnAIDS as
a contagious disease. These ‘voices’ bel on
disease, the victims of AIDS and also members from the high-risk group (i.e. male
homosexuals, Haitians, haemophiliacs and intravenous drug users). There are only

t wo ‘voices’ hear d from those who ar e aff
of fice,"’ and ‘“One AI DS wvictim.'’ This findi
heard in Extract 3as t her e i s more space given to ‘' v

disease, than those who are being affected by the reaction of the public. Thus, there is
the point of view of the whole situation from the public, and not from those who are
affected by the disease.

Looking at t he bir&tSsddows efvi damnecgs’ of how
another is contextualised in the text to show that there is the perception that AIDS is a

highly contagious disease. For instance, the report that states that there ar e * 16 0
known AI DS cases’ is framed within the rep
Francisco.now wear some protective coverin
‘high-riskk pati ents.’ This framing of tehtike number
measure taken by the San Francisco dentists clearly imply that even the dentists

themselves are afraid that the disease is highly contagious. Furthermore, the following

sent €lntc’es (& wadmite®r. @erald Fraser,'but t her e’ sitno way a
is framed as admittance to their precautionary measures taken to protect themselves

from the contagion. The reporting verb, ‘
Gerald Fraser, indicate that the dentist is rather embarrassed about his and his fellow

denti sts’ preventive measur es. I n addition
Dent al Association’s voice recontextualise
its council on dental therapeutics recommends that dentists and their assistants wear

masks and eye coverings as well whil e tr.
conducive as a further build-up to the negative interpretation of AIDS as a highly

contagious disease. Additionall vy, t he c¢comn
of fi cfiradmedi sby the reporting verb, ‘“conced
i nstead of ‘“say’ hol ds a deeper i mpact on
evidence linking AIDS to food handling; nonetheless, to calm other prisoners, he

barred ‘overt homosexuals’ f r om f ood | i nes.’ This statemen
of ficial’'s awareness that AI DS cannot be ¢
ensure that ‘ot her prisoners’ remain calm
members from the high-i sk group to be at the *food | i
connector, ‘“nonethel ess,’ di splays the con

and his action.
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Moving on to the other form of framing 1is
other. The forms of reporting in Extract 3 are DD and ID. The three cases of DD are
attributed to agents, both specific (Dr. Gerald Fraser) and non-s peci fi ¢ (‘“ one o

technicians’ |, “One of t he homosexual s’ ).
altogether four cases with agents: two specific agents (American Dental Association,

Pat Buchanan), and two withnon-s peci fi ¢ agents (" One family
prison official’”). The reporter chooses to

from his own when the boundaries of the reported words are clearly demarcated in
scar e (q ulotkensbody knaweanything about AIDS. What makes them so

cocksure I'm not going to get it from a sweatypalm?’” ) . Thi s i s to repres
of a possible contagion from direct contact by a member of the public. Note also that

in this extract, the reporter chooses to U
(i . e. ‘“bal ked, "’ ‘cocksure,’ ‘sweaty pal m’ )

words. This choice of representation helps to make it easier for the reader to go along
with the meanings in the extract, as these are terms that the reader himself may use.

Continuing with the subj ec Extrantfd is indireca mi n g,
reporting. The predominant use of primary discourse signifies that a high degree of
recontextualisation has occurred in the r
disease. This representation of AIDS as a contagious disease is evident in the two

ways it has been represented. The first representation is through the reaction of the

public towards AIDS wvictims (‘Three nurses:¢
rather than deal with AIDS cases; some staff members at San Francisco General
Hospital refusedtocarrytr ays t o such patients,’ “One Al L

the home of a homosexual friend in Los Angeles, noticed that he was the only guest
whose food was served on a prRpek gltaae’ § K

Manhattan last week ...from a sweaty palm?’, ’ “AI' DS victims- and mer
risk groups.their friends and families,’ ‘
‘high-risk pati ent s, ’ “One family.rumoured to ha

AIDS was represented as contagious is the preventive measures taken by the San
Francisco dentists (‘' About half of the den
the New York City prison official (“A New
there is no evidence linking AIDS to food handling; nonetheless, to calm other

prisoners, he barred ‘overt homosexuals f r om f ood | i nes’™ ). Wit h
representation, there is a conducive build-up of placing AIDS in an unfavourable

position as a highly contagious disease.

3.4 AIDS and immorality

One of the means in which AIDS can be transmitted is through sexual intercourse. As
such, the disease has been implicated with the question of morality. Many religious
leaders and conservatives have voiced their opinions with regards to AIDS and
morality, and they have concluded that the disease is linked with immoral behaviour.
The following extract, Extract 4, is an example, which clearly draws this association
describing how the disease is linked with immorality.

Extract 4. THE REAL EPIDEMIC: FEAR AND DESPAIR

For homosexuals, the AIDS scare is also a political setback: after a decade of
social gains and increasing tolerance, gays are suddenly pariahs again. ‘What
we' r e s e ei n g -diseasing ef hommsexualityé says &ick Crane,
programme director at San Francisco’'s AI DS/ Kaposi
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Education Foundation. ‘We get everything from fundamentalist crap about AIDS

being a moral scourge to pseudo concern for gays’ says Los Angel es’ $
‘There’'s this softfedgby thdeAtDdesthat. g
the disease, because that kind of stigmatising will outlast the disease.’

Last week the Rev. Greg Dixon of the Moral Majority wrote: ‘If homosexuals are
not stopped, they will in time infect the entire nation, and America will be
destroyed.” Some gays are beginning to feel a moral responsibility for AIDS. Says

the Rev. Jay Deacon, a homosexual minister in Chicago: ‘T her e’ s a | ot of
God’ s judgment ot hwei cBedonsiitnenser ar e bei
Intellectual | y people don’t buy that, Thdout i n t

threat of AIDS can awaken old doubts about the homosexual life, or sexual

activity in general. Says Fi s hman of Boston’ s:‘MdmypS Acti o
men have internalised social and moral judgments that being gay, and/or being

sexually active, is sinful.’

Unquestionably AIDS is reshaping homosexual communities and pushing many

toward mainstream mores, just as the herpes epidemic has restricted the sexual

adventuring of many straights. The sexual revolution clearly is not over, but the

*80s are proving to be a dangerous decad
casual sex and plenty of it.

(TIME, 1983, 4 Jul, Vol.122, No.1, p.38)

There is quite a high level of dialogicality in Extract 4, especially in the early part of
the text. The attributive sources and quotes belong to AIDS activists (Rick Crane,
Schulte, Fishman), religious leaders (Rev. Greg Dixon, Rev. Jay Deacon), and
homosexuals (‘some gays’ g§sfor ARStackivistsdmndht t he a
religious leaders refer to specific agents, while for homosexuals, there are no specific
agents involved. The later part of the text is in authorial account without any
attributive agents. These are non-modalised assertions about how AIDS is
determining the sexugbhypraotdi sesanfghpsomi s

Besides analysing what is there in the text, analysis of absences can also be significant

as in the case here in Extract 4. It can be noted that although the text is about
homosexuals and promi scuous heterosexual s,
space. l ronically, the ‘“voices’ of AI DS ac
AIDS activists and religious leaders are the accessed voices, while the non-accessed

voices are the promiscuous heterosexuals, members of the high-risk groups, and AIDS

victims. The | atter groups’ Vviews about Al
nor are they given space to defend their moral status. This absence can be considered
signi fi cant as their moral standing is at s

Extract 4 are the AIDS activists and also the religious leaders.

The 1 ssue oBxtract 4 risanotewarthy andirather distinctive from the

other extracts analysed earlier. For starters, there is a realisation of a frame within

another frame as €eVhdadrea'ts ia Itdti sofex‘aMmipil £ : i
on wicked sinners—t he Sodomites are being judged.’ I
that, butintheirgut s t her e”. s aT hlicst iosf tgwuRevsidyat e ment
Deacon, a homosexual mini ster in Chicago.
Ssinner s’ and ‘Sodomites’ is framed within
dealing with an internal conflict regarding their homosexuality and how AIDS is

inextricably linked to the issue of morality. This frame within a frame is conducive in

30



Critical Approaches to Discourse Analysis Across Disciplines 1 (1): 19-35

casting an unfavourable light on homosexuals as they themselves are questioning their
own sexuality. Another interesting observation made in Extract 4 is the framing of the
authorial account with the original report. This form of framing is similar to the author

first making an assertion about an issue t
the issue. For example, the non-mo d a |l i s e d Forahsnsosexuals, tie mIDS

scare is also a political setback: after a decade of social gains and increasing tolerance,

gays are suddenly pariahs again’ i's used t
homos ex ‘Walait repesny here is the re-diseasing of homosexuality’. The

ot her example is when ReVhedaysDaadon’ 0fe)

God’ s judgment —-drmewiSolkkhedni siesnerse being j uc
people don’t beiyr thats HOhie'r ains tdr dmed oby c
r

aut hori al account of ‘Some gays are begin
Al DS. And finally, the author’s modalised
awaken old doubts about the homosexual | 1 f e, or sexual activit

employed to frame Fi shman of Boston’'s Al DSMayx ti on Co
men have internalised social and moral judgments that being gay, and/or being

sexually active, is sinful’. * Al | of t he Iilstratediowehgwserop | es pl a
authorial account to frame a specific attributive agent can be seen as a rhetorical

strategy to legitimise and further strengthen the claim of the authorial account.

The second issue of framing are the forms of reporting realised in Extract 4. There is
only the reporting form of DD in the extract: five cases, where two of them belong to

the ‘voices’ of religious | eaders (Rev. Gr
Deacon - a homosexual minister in Chicago), and another three belong to AIDS

activists (Rick Crane, programme director
Research and Education Foundation, Los An

AIDS Action Committee). Their discourses are explicitly marked in DD to uphold a

high level of boundary maintenance between the voices of the religious leaders and

AIDS activists from that of the reporters. It is important to the reporter that the

secondary discourse of Dixon, Deacon, Crane, Schulte, and Fishman are represented

in DD as they are considered as people of authority in terms of moral and religious

values. Thus by using DD, the reporter wishes to associate himself with the secondary

di scourse. Al so, the use of authoritative
opinion on this matter. This is clearly the case as after presenting the views of the

religious leaders and the AIDS activists, the reporter presents his own views on how

Al DS has altered the ‘i mmoral?’ Il i festyle o
sex and pl enty of it (i . e. ‘“Unquestionabl
communities and pushing many toward mainstream mores, just as the herpes

epidemic has restricted the sexual adventuring of many straights. The sexual
revolution clearly is not over,butt he * 80s are proving to be a
for gays and straights who | i ke casual sex

The ordering of voices in relation to each other in the text is another aspect of framing
that is addressed here in Extract 4. The representati o n of “I mmoral it
contextualised in terms of the link between AIDS and homosexuality - the sexual
lifestyle and references to Biblical nuances. The allusion to homosexuality as an
immoral sexual lifestyle is referred to many times in the text in different but equally
derogatory means: “pari ahs, mor al scourg
Biblical undertones of AIDS as the penalty to being a homosexual are represented in a
few ter ms: “God’ s judgment oh’ wi Akledt séesae
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used to link AIDS with homosexuality have effectively painted a negative impression
of the disease and the homosexual lifestyle as something immoral.

3.5 AIDS and its stigma

Unlike other diseases, AIDS is a stigmatised disease and at the same time associated
with marginalised people who have been categorised as belonging to the high-risk
group. The social stigma that is attached to AIDS has made many people, especially
those in the high-risk group, fear of being stigmatised if tested positive. Consequently,
many people decline having themselves tested for the disease. Extracts 5 illustrates
how the AIDS stigma has affected national policy and also palliative care.

Extract 5. FRANK TALK ABOUT THE AIDS CRISIS

Admiral James Watkins, chairman of the 13-member presidential AIDS
commission, called discrimination the ‘foremost obstacle to progress’ in

combating AIDS. ‘People simply will not come forward to be tested or will not

supply names of sexual contacts for notification,” he said, ‘if they feel they will

lose their jobs and homes based on an HIV-positive test” The chai r man
recommendation: that the President issue an Executive Order extending federal
antidiscrimination laws already on the books to include those infected with the

AIDS virus. In Congress, conservative lawmakers, who vigorously oppose steps

that would confer special rights on homosexuals, the group most directly affected

by AIDS, promptly voiced their objections.

)

S

Watkins homed in on another Administration bugaboo: guaranteed confidentiality.
Since the AIDS crisis began, programs to determine the focus and spread of the
disease have been stymied because people at high risk have feared being
stigmatised by showing up for tests. ‘An effective guarantee of confidentiality is
the major bulwark against that fear,” the report asserts. However, it also
establishes clear exceptions to the rule: namely, when there is a need to protect
those ‘who may unknowingly be in immediate danger of being exposed’ to the
AIDS virus. Among them are victims of sexual assaults, health-care workers who
are accidentally exposed and those who may be treating infected individuals.

(TIME, 1988, 13 June, Vol.131, No.24, p.41)

Extract 5 contains a high level of dialogicality, as there are many manifestations of

attributive sources. There are two attributive sources pointing to specific agents:
Admiral James Watkins and his Report, and
However, the final two sentences are unclear attributes as there is no indication of a

specific agent being referred to, even though there are quotes in one of the sentences:

‘However, it also establishes clear exceptions to the rule: namely, when there is a

need to protect those ‘who may unknowingly be in immediate danger of being

exposed’ to the AIDS virus. Among them are victims of sexual assaults, health-care

workers who are accidentally exposed and those who may be treating infected

i ndividual s.’ Therefore, there is no lucid
Watkins or the report.

In Extract 5, there is the notabl e -mshbgoapracde of Y
members of the public. This is ironic considering that laws regarding AIDS and the
public, especially those from the high-risk group, are being proposed here without any
views from the public. Only the ‘“voices
| awmakers are heard in the text. As such,

(0]
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voi ces'’ in the text belong mainly
the conservative lawmakers. The public, members of the high-risk group and not

t o Admi

forgetting the AIDS victims themselves arethenon-accessed ‘voices'’

heard at all in the text.

On the i1issue of “framing,’ h o w authdnia
account is indirectly conducive in placing the U. S. government and the congressmen
in an unfavourable light. There are two instances in Extract 5 where the government is
contextualised i n a negati ve way .

as

origin

For

recommendation to ‘the President (to)

antidiscrimination laws already on the books to include those infected with the AIDS

virus.' Thi s recommendati on hints at

steps to protect the AIDS victims from discrimination. This inevitably casts the
government in an unfavourable light. The second example is an addition to the first

S

how

e )
S |

t

i mplication of the government not protect.i

another Administration bugaboo: guaranteed con
‘“anot her’ i mplies that this is not
notion that the Administration is not doing enough to protect AIDS victims from

being stigmatised. Watkin* s poi nting of this other

specific flaw in government policy. The second framing is a build-up to the earlier
framing that effectively places the government in a bad light. Besides that, the
congressmen are also contextualised in an unfavourable light. For example, the report
t hat conservative | awmakers

‘“vigorousl!l y oppos espesidl aghtson horhosexualsyihe gréupm

mo s t directly affected by AI DS."’ The

framed with their opinions of homosexuals is a clear sign that the lawmakers will
continue to oppose any recommendations that favour homosexuals. This objection
places the conservative lawmakers in a negative light as they are seen to be

di scriminating t he homosexual s and

recommendations.
The forms of reporting realised in Extract 5 are DD, ID, FID and NRSA. The DD

form of reporting belongs to Admiral

member presidential AIDS commission. As for the ID form of reporting, it is also by
Watkins when he made the recommendation. The FID form of reporting is realised
when Watkins *homed in on another

f
t

i
h

promptly

at

dent
e fii

i
r

gover

VOoi
addi tional i nformation about the <congress
confer

obj e

James

Ad mi

reporting NRSA is when the conservative

the emerging trends of news reporting is seen in Extract 5. Extract 5 contains a new
form of news reporting where the official viewpoints are translated into public idiom
to make the news more accessible to the general public. The reporter has translated
many of Watkin’

thereareonly sever al i nstances where Watki

in scare quotes as DD. This denotes a shift in power from the newsgivers to the
consumers. Perhaps, the content or message of the extract, which is to propose new
laws to protect those tested positive, is aimed at encouraging the public to step
forward to be tested for the disease.

An obvious indication of recontextualisation occurring in a text is when the report
contains a lot of indirect form of reporting. This is evident in Extract 5 where the text
contains mainly indirect reporting. Hence, the recontextualisation of the notion of
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suggestion that the law does not cover discrimination faced by AIDS victims:

Wat ki n’ s recommendation to extend ‘federa
those infected with the AI DS virus.’ Thi s

there is stigma attached to the disease and high-risk group, when conservative

lwma ker s ‘oppose steps that would confer s
the phrase ‘people at high risk have feare
frames how unsuccessful past AIDS programmes have been due to the stigma

attached to the disease and high-risk group. The three examples above illustrate how

t he aut hor has chosen t o frame t he I dea
recontextualisation in indirect reporting form.

4. Conclusion

The intertextual analysis reveals the manifestations of ‘ voi ces’ from va
These ‘voices’ ar e h e artwentyithmet yearsmanalyséde nt |y t F
from 1983102005, The *‘voices’ are realised in the

in media discourse. In the construction of AIDS the disease, the association of the
disease with death, fear, contagion, immorality, and stigma is analysed. Findings from
the analysis of the representation of the AIDS are significant as the analyses indicate
that the level of dialogicality within the text illustrate the level of ideology at work in
the text. The higher is the degree of dialogicality, the lower is the level of ideology
and there is more room for differences.

Analyses also illustrate that t Rtlyim are ce
the text while there are some ‘voices’ wh |
absence of certain individuals are significant as their absence signify that their
‘voices’ are not deemed i mportantsuday t he a
power relations are at work here.

The analysis on recontextualisation prove
how to ‘“frame’ certain voices and contextu

favourable or unfavourable light. Additionally, the forms of reporting (DD, ID, FID,
NRSA) are also evident in the intertextual analysis, and how they are employed to in
terms of the ordering of voices in relation to each other to represent certain subjects or
topics or processes in the text.
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